Introduction
Welsh politician Aneurin Bevan once remarked that "politics is a blood sport." 1) Although MP Bevan was referring to British politics, the same observation can be made about some of the political brawling that occurs within the American political system. In its simplest form the role of the out-of-power political party in the United States' two-party system is that of opposition to all or nearly all of the majority party's policies. 2) This tactic is utilized in order to 1) Aneurin "Nye" Bevan (1897 Bevan ( -1960 was a Welsh Labour Party politician, party leader, minister in the British government and member of Parliament. He is considered the primary architect of Britain's post-World War II National Health Service.
2) The timeframe selected to illustrate this process was a period when the Republican Party controlled both houses of Congress as well as the White House. Under those conditions they were generally considered the party in control of the national government while the Democrats were the out-of-power erode the credibility of the majority party's performance. The focus is on failure. Eventually, the American voter becomes disenchanted with the performance of the majority party and in a subsequent election shifts their support to the out-of-power party. With the defeat of the majority party in the election, the parties change roles and the cycle of in-and-out, majority or minority, oppose-or-support continues. and the sitting president, George W. Bush, beginning to lose support in national polls, the stage was set for a multi-prong attack on the administration's handling of both foreign policy and domestic issues.
There was nothing unusual about this. That is the nature of the "blood sport" as it has been played in American politics since the party. In actual practice, however, the division of power between the two major U.S. political parties is rarely that clear cut. For example, at present (the end of 2012), the Republican Party controls the House of Representatives whereas the Democratic Party controls the Senate and the White House. The general perception is that the Republicans "lost" the most recent election and are the party in decline (hence, the "opposition") whereas the Democrats made gains and thus are the party whose power is in an ascendant phase -thus making them the "majority party" insofar as their approach to political tactics and the "blood sport" of political sloganeering, hyperbole, and campaigning is concerned. 3) Operation Iraqi Freedom was the U.S.-led coalition military operation in Iraq. It was launched on March 20, 2003. beginning of the nation.
One of the lines of attack on the government consisted of an attempt to undermine public support for continuing military operations in Iraq. As part of that strategy, various elite figures made public statements that collectively contributed to the construction of a negative narrative about the prospects for meaningful success in the Iraqi theater of operations. 4) That there were problems occurring in Iraq during that period is beyond argument. Therefore, there were significant and continuing discussions within the government regarding how to turn things around. One line of reasoning from the Democrats was to terminate involvement in Iraq, cut our losses, and withdraw.
The administration, however, was seeking ways to stay the course. It was under these conditions that a factual myth evolved which had an impact on these deliberations. 5) In this paper, an attempt is made to examine one sliver of the extremely complex opposition narrative-a factual myth created regarding 4) This statement should not be construed to imply that all of the public figures commenting on Operation Iraqi Freedom were part of a coordinated information operation. Also, it is worth noting that public and political support for the overarching "War on Terror" remained strong. However, since the Bush administration did a very poor job communicating to the American people the essential purposes of Operation Iraqi Freedom it created an opening for successful attack by those opposed to OIF, the administration, or both. 5) A factual myth is a powerful mixture of truth and subtle distortion. In the realm of politics, a factual myth has its greatest impact on "low information voters" that rely on public figures insofar as their opinion about political subjects is concerned. Only upon examining a factual myth more closely is it possible to discern minor discrepancies in the link between the facts and the myth. Therefore, the term factual myth is used to describe a non-truth that can be supported with true facts-n this case, the former Project 100,000 which permitted mental and physical "inferiors" to serve in the U.S. military. A more comprehensive explanation of a factual myth is provided later in this paper. Table 1 ). With the initiation of Project 100,000 the military services began accepting men who would have been disqualified in the past on the basis of failure to meet minimum mental qualifications or who had physical defects that were easily corrected within a short period of time. 45) The program was referred to as Project 100,000 since the 42) Mental Group IV personnel are those who score between the 10th and 30th percentile on the Armed Forces Qualification Test, described supra. The allocations to the Navy and Air Force -generally considered the two most technically oriented services, were driven, in part, by a desire to offset the probability that many of the New Standards Men in the Army would find themselves in jobs exposing them to direct combat and the likelihood of higher casualty rates. Ibid., 386. The New Standards Men did not know that they were participants in Project 100,000. 46) They did not know that they were part of a social experiment. Project 100,000 was a "blind experiment run on a • The attrition rate of New Standards Men in skill courses was 10%, compared to 4% for control group men attending the same courses.
US military operations in
• New Standards Men were more successful in courses that stressed practical work and did not require significant reading and mathematical abilities.
• 37% of the New Standards Men and 23% of the control group men were assigned to combat type skills.
• Most New Standards Men were assigned to occupations which are considered "soft-skill" areas in the military services.
Of the approximately 354,000 young men who entered the service as New Standards Men, about 2,100 were killed in combat in Vietnam. That is a percentage lower than the combat casualty rate found in the general population then in the military service. 55) One explanation for the lower casualty rate was that the type jobs that the New Standards Men qualified for were in the support or combat support branches of the service rather than the combat arms.
The Factual Myth
At the time immediately before and after OIF, statements made by some elites regarding the mental skills of serving soldiers were not accurate. There is certainly truth in the statement that some American soldiers with significantly substandard mental capacities served in the 
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